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The Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning improves productivity and quality of life in 
Queensland by leading economic strategy, industry development, infrastructure and planning, for the benefit of all. 

Copyright 

This publication is protected by the Copyright Act 1968.  

 

Licence 

 

This work, except as identified below, is licensed by the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, 
Infrastructure and Planning under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-No Derivative Works (CC BY-NC-
ND) 4.0 Australia licence. To view a copy of this licence, visit: http://creativecommons.org.au/   

 

You are free to copy and communicate this publication, as long as you attribute it as follows: 

© State of Queensland, Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning, August 2019. 

Third party material that is not licensed under a Creative Commons licence is referenced within this document. All content not licensed under a 
Creative Commons licence is all rights reserved. Please contact the Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and 
Planning / the copyright owner if you wish to use this material. 

The Queensland Government is committed to providing accessible services to Queenslanders of all cultural and linguistic 
backgrounds. If you have difficulty understanding this publication and need a translator, please call the Translating and 
Interpreting Service (TIS National) on 13 14 50 and ask them to contact the Queensland Department of State Development, 
Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning on 07 3452 7100.  

 

Disclaimer 

While every care has been taken in preparing this publication, to the extent permitted by law, the State of Queensland accepts no responsibility 
and disclaims all liability (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for all expenses, losses (including direct and indirect loss), damages 
and costs incurred as a result of decisions or actions taken as a result of any data, information, statement or advice, expressed or implied, 
contained within. To the best of our knowledge, the content was correct at the time of publishing.  
 

Any references to legislation are not an interpretation of the law. They are to be used as a guide only. The information in this publication is 
general and does not take into account individual circumstances or situations. Where appropriate, independent legal advice should be sought.  

Copies of this publication are available on our website at www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au and further copies are available upon request to:  

 

Department of State Development, Manufacturing, Infrastructure and Planning 
PO Box 15009 City East, Queensland 4002. 

1 William Street Brisbane Qld 4000 (Australia) 

 

Phone: 13 QGOV (13 7468)  

Email: info@dsdmip.qld.gov.au  

Web: www.dsdmip.qld.gov.au 
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Public Notification 
The RPI Act requires an assessment application to be publicly notified if: 

a) the proposed resource activity is in a Priority Living Area (as stated in the Regional Planning Interests 
Regulation 2014 (RPI Regulation)) or 

b) the chief executive has given the applicant a requirement notice requiring the applicant to notify the 
application. 

Notification of an application provides the opportunity for the community to express their views about a particular 
proposal and for the government to consider these views when deciding an application.  

For some areas of regional interest under the RPI Act, in particular a Priority Living Area (PLA), the local 
community’s views are considered essential in assessing the level of impact of the proposal on the future of the 
town. 

 
Notification of activities in a Priority Living Area  
The RPI Regulation requires all assessment applications made over land in a PLA to undergo public notification. 

This process ensures the assessor for the application (both the local government and the chief executive) 
understands the local community’s views in relation to how the proposed activity will contribute to or detract from 
the liveability of the town and investment certainty.  

Avoiding duplication of notification  
It is not the intention to repeat notification of a proposed activity where notification has been undertaken as part of 
another process (e.g. the EIS process under the State Development and Public Works Organisation Act 1971 or 
the Environmental Protection Act 1994) and where that notification included detailed information of the proposed 
activity and its relationship to the area/s of regional interest impacted. 

Section 34(3) of the RPI Act provides that an exemption from notification can be granted by the chief executive 
where a request is made in writing and the chief executive is satisfied that there has been sufficient notification of 
the activity completed under another act or law. 

Generally, any previous public notification of a proposed activity or project would need to meet the following criteria 
to be considered sufficient public notification for the purposes of Section 34(3) of the RPI Act: 

• the period between the previous public notification and the receipt of the application under the RPI Act does not 
exceed 12 months  

• the publicly notified activity or project included the land the subject of the application made under the RPI Act  
• the publicly notified activity or project detailed the surface area impacts of the activity the subject of the 

application made under the RPI Act  
• the publicly notified activity or project provided sufficient information about matters relating to an area of 

regional interest.  For example, existing land uses on the site and the impact of the proposed resource activity 
on the town. 

 
If an applicant intends to request an exemption from notification from the chief executive, it is recommended that 
this request be included in the application upon lodgement and be accompanied by justification. 

Where it is determined sufficient public notification has been undertaken under another process, consideration of 
the relevant matters raised in submissions received as part of the publicly notified activity or project would be 
considered by the chief executive in the decision of the application made under the RPI Act. 

 
 
 



RPI Act Statutory Guideline 06/14  

 

4 
 

Notification required by the chief executive 
For applications in areas of regional interest other than a PLA, the chief executive may decide that public 
notification is necessary in order to property assess the proposal. 

In determining the need for public notification for other applications, the chief executive will consider the possible 
impacts of the activity on an area of regional interest as well as the impact/s on individual properties within the area 
of regional interest.  

The chief executive will also consider the matters addressed under the ‘Avoiding duplication of notification’ section 
of this guideline. 

If it is decided that notification is appropriate, the chief executive will issue a requirement notice under Section 44 of 
the RPI Act, stating the requirement to notify the application. 

 

Undertaking notification  
If notification is required, the applicant must: 

• publish a notice about the application at least once in a newspaper circulating generally in the area of the land 
and 

• if the applicant is not the owner of the land, give the owner a notice about the application. 

The notice must be in the approved form, and state the following: 

• that submissions may be made to the chief executive of the Department, State Development, Manufacturing, 
Infrastructure and Planning (DSDMIP) 

• the day by which submissions must be received (the closing day) 
• that making a submission does not give rise to a right of appeal against a decision about the application. 

The approved form for notification is available on the DSDMIP website:  

https://planning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/planning/regional-planning-interests-act 
It is recommended that the notice given to the landowner also includes a copy of the application and be posted by 
registered mail a couple of days prior to the notice appearing in the newspaper. This is to allow sufficient time for 
the landowner to receive the notice prior to commencement of the notification period.  

The closing day is the day after the notification period which must be at least 15 business days, calculated from the 
day after the day the notice is first published. 

Upon completion of public notification, it is recommended that the applicant provide the chief executive with 
evidence of undertaking public notification in accordance with the RPI Act to ensure the assessment process 
progresses as soon as possible after the notification period ends.  

 
Making a submission 
Any person may make a submission about an assessment application.  A submission must: 

• be made in writing 
• state the name of each person who made the submission 
• state an address for service for at least 1 of the persons who made the submission 
• be received by the closing day for making submissions. 
All submissions will be published on the department’s website. 
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Further information  

Visit:  https://planning.dsdmip.qld.gov.au/planning/regional-planning-interests-act 
Phone:  1300 967 433 
Email:  RPIAct@dsdmip.qld.gov.au 
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